Resistance of gram-positive pathogens to antibiotics is a therapeutic challenge after liver transplantation: clinical experience in one center with linezolid.
Orthotopic liver transplantation has become an established therapeutic option for a large variety of fulminant and chronic liver diseases. Postoperative infections are the major cause of morbidity and the leading cause of mortality. The microbes responsible for these severe infections are predominantly gram-positive. This article reviews results of linezolid therapy based on the clinical characteristics, microbial features, and outcomes of severe bacterial infections due to known or suspected resistant gram-positive species in selected liver allograft recipients. Among the 7 patients who received linezolid, methacillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. was isolated from 3, no pathogen from 2 patients, and serious pulmonary infection in 2 patients, 1 of whom had to be reintubated due to of respiratory failure. Cholangitis observed in 5 of 7 patients was caused by enterococci and staphylococci with septicemia in 1 subject. All patients demonstrated clinical improvement; microbiological eradication was observed in 4 patients. The majority of reported adverse events were mild or moderate in intensity. No potential drug interactions were observed between linezolid and concomitant medication. In the present study, linezolid proved to be effective and well tolerated. In summary, linezolid may represent an effective and safe antimicrobial agent for the treatment of infections due to susceptible and resistant gram-postive bacteria after solid organ transplantation.